Tonin as activator of renin.
Tonin, a new serine protease, found in high concentration in rat submaxillary glands, leads to a significant activation of human amniotic fluid renin. The optimum pH on renin activation by tonin was found at pH 6.0. The reaction was time dependent and the initial rate of angiotensin I generation was constant up to 2 h. The two amniontic fluid samples studied showed an increase in renin activity after incubation with tonin to about five times the control level (268 to 1240 pmol x h-1 x mL-1 and 1490 to 7480 pmol x h-1 x mL-1).